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different tendencies into relation in one balanced expression, and we
may deduce in such a case musical, artistic, and creative capacities
(compare Fig. 5 with Fig. 7). Here also the degree of pressure modi-
fies the interpretation of the direction of movement. If the pressure
is strong and the stroke is sharp, the rhythmical principle is made
distinctly visible, and we may deduce that the child will express
himself realistically. If the pressure is weak and the stroke faint, the
rhythmical principle becomes apparent only in vague forms and we
may deduce that the child expresses himself more in dreams and
fantasies.
The characteristic sign of the curve is the fluency of its move-
ment. The emotional balance has its parallel in a characteristic
mental attitude, that isy a preference for fluent moods instead of an
intellectual, analytic attitude (Fig. 87).
As we shall discuss later in another connection, graphic move-
ments of a narrow angular or broad circular kind seem to be related
to typological characteristics of bodily movements. Movements
with broad curves are more a peculiarity of the so-called cycloid
body type, whose forms, in general, are also broad. The cycloid
type is more attached to the outer form of objects; angular move-
ments are more a peculiarity of the so-called schizoid type, who is
more attached to the significance of objects.
The preference for horizontal or for vertical movements is also
revealing to a certain degree. The horizontal position is that of rest
(Fig. 57)? the vertical that of movement (Fig. 56)* If we are la a
horizontal position7 we are resting; in a vertical position we are
standing or walking. A preference for vertical strokes seems to be
characteristic of children who prefer to be in motion, to run around,
while a preference for horizontal strokes is shown by children who
like to rest or to stay in one place. Here too the significance is quali-
fied by the kind of pressure applied. Horizontal lines with a strong
pressure indicate the element of confinement; the child seems to be
determined to stay in one place, and here we may deduce the factor
of stubbornness and resistance. Horizontal lines with low pressure
indicate weakness, and we may deduce that the child prefers the
resting position because of physical weakness or psychic insecurity.
Vertical lines with a strong pressure emphasize active determina-
tion. The child seems to be determined to carry through what b&
wants. Vertical lines with a low pressure relate the factor of sensi-
tivity to that of motion, and we might expect a nervous activity.
Structurally It seems that girls have a slight preference for rest
and boys for mobility. Thus, with limitations, we may coimect a